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Quarterly Information about Flashlights and Associated Items of Interest

The Giterman Collection

Athhe Giterman Collection. In Augustof 2011 | was granted, after

months of intense negotiation and compromise, a wife & children
furlough so | could travel to Ohio and pine over Steve Giterman’s fine
Flashlight collection. | have to say, this collection o©of flashlights,
lanterns, torches, lamps, batteries, bulbs, instruments, mechanical
gizmos and pamphlets are simply amazing and thoroughly
entertaining to seel What a fantastic and eclectic collection, it's a
must-see for everyonel Landing at CMH airport on an early Frnday
evening, Steve met me curbside andtogether we drove over to the
“Lotus Leaf” restaurant, where we were later joined by his wife Joy.
The Gits and the proprietors of this Asian cuisine establishment had
pre-planned a special dinner for the occasion. | must admit I'm not a
very audacious eater, but the enthusiasm and effort the owners and
servers displayed won me over and we all enjoyed a wonderful meal
together.

Darkness had already set in

by the time we fumed into the
Giterman driveway. A
fabulous table lamp positioned
nearthe front window cast a
welcoming glow across the
front porch and onto the lawn.
Hal | sensed indeed was going
to be a great and memorable
weekendll

This newsletter only provides you only a glimpse of the Giterman
Collection; capturing the true spint of the Collection is impossible.
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Where there’s always a .... BrightSPOT'!

Entry Light

With lights congregated on shelves, assembled in cabinets and
displayed on the walls, it's quite easy to lose track of what you've seen,

Pocket Watch magnifier with
light, remote cord switch

Vintage Evereadys
still in the wood box!
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Coffee Table Issue !

Battery operated Wall Lights

what you haven’'tand where you've been.
A remarkable thing about Steve’s flashlights,
lanterns and gizmos: they all work. | mean,
they all really work! All contain batteries
and lightup! Now | did stumble upon a couple
that did not operate due to a fussy switch or a
dead or leaky battery, but with just a little
coaxing Steve hadthe rebels back in service.
steve’s quick fix for finicky switches: a squirt of
‘miracle juice,” another word for contact cleaner.
And his fix for leaky batteries: avoid Duracell's
altogether Apparently he's had a string of
unfortunate luck with them.
When you need a break from
flashlights, Steve has plenty of other
“associated items of interest” to
look at and play
with. Maost all
require some
sort of
battery to
make them
work.

Eveready
Remote
Service

Bell
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One of several
Auto-Magic
Picture Gun




The Giterman Collection.

During my two-day visit, Steve and | found a moment to sit
down in his home's comfortable library for an interview.
@) Steve reminisced about the past and how he actually
got started collecting flashlights and other collectibles.

.... When | was around four years old. Aunt Tilley and
Grandma Paley used to take me downtown with them.
We'd always stop at the same store
intown, Woolworth’s | believe : L
it was. With each visit they il U’ Bad
would buy me one or i (111 :
two of those little
“Made in Japan®
or ‘Hong Kong™
figural lanterns - |
can still picture them!
A pumpkin, a Santa, a
paper covered globe of
the earth (and what befter
thing to do as a kid than peel off
the paperl), a plain lantern with a single bulb and a 3-bulb deluxe lanterm
with a red, blinky-bulb. While staying overnight at Aunt Tillie’s, I would
use these lights guite often to read comic books and fo go
camping under the covers. Many times | would take apart
Aunt Tillie’'s own flashlights. Using picture hanger wire and
white cloth medical tape, | would place bulbs in one room
and run wires back to the batteries in the other room.

Pretty neat | was a genius. When | was around five

Aunt Tillie moved away and | never saw them or the lights
again. And that was it until 1972 when at college | bought
a 5-cell Eveready Captain to go poking around.

Sometime around year 2000, | came across a snowman fantern in an
antiqgue store. Hawving not seen one since [ was a wee lad, | bought it,
brought it home and thoroughly failed to impress my children. That |
consider to be the first one in my collection. A few years later, | found a
second lantemn, a plain one, which also failed to impress my children.

—

Along came Joy in 2002. At
the time she had no interest in
any lighting devices, actually

| didn't either until 2004, when
out of the clear blue Joy said ey
[ should check the internet for b _L_.:
those little lanterns. We had I L
just gone antiguing and found i
a rustedfotted/comoded one,
which | explained was very
common since we as kids
tended to leave batteries
inside everything. Slowfy but fosters many good
surely. | started colfecting more e G
of those little lantems on eBay, past |

backed by Joy's encouragement.

While searching eBay, some really cool, large battery lanterms popped
up ... and then some cool flashlights popped up.... so | guess we Kind

Joy's really into
Little Big Books.
Her collection

o\ The BrightSPOT Flashlight Collector's Newsletter
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It’s more than flashlights.

Figural Lantermns are one

of Steve's favontes in his
collection. When they are
lit, it's easy to understand
why

branched out from there. If | were to guess I'd say we have
around 1400 lights or so. (Do the math for battery count!) My
favonte fights are the wooden box lanterns & lights and the
figurals, followed by Japan & Hong Kong toy lanterms. Military
lights, novelty lights and battery lantermms round out
my list of favortes. The familiar, plain-Jane,
garden-vanety tubular flashlights I'm not so much
into. Sorry, Eveready! (Yeah! for the rest of us! ed)
Collecting for the sake of collecting is OK, but [ like to

watch people’s
reaction when they
pick up any one of my
lights, roll it over,

test the switch and it
works! ft makes no
sense to me to collect
something if it doesn'
work!

Sooner or later a light is Did |
going to need a new bulb. g‘E”tl'ﬂ”
In late 2005, while on Birli:;

the internet, [ discovered

Bill Utley and Stuart Schneider, both who
turned out to be very helpful in my search.
Additionally | feamed of an upcoming
Hashlight Collectors Convention in
Cleveland, of all places. Apparently Joy and
| were not the only people who were
collecting! In Cleveland Joy met her
arch-eBay nval. Daveolite, who actually
turned out to be a nice and decent guy!
With the bulb situation under control, |
turned my attention to batteries. Since
many of my lights use battenies that are
no fonger available, | worked out a
method to craft my own batteries It's
quite simple to do when you know the
size, shape and configuration of the
battery. Well that's about it Thats my
story, and I'm sticking to it.

The Leg Lamp. Possibly the most
beautifultable lamp evermade, and
Steve's got one. Immonrnalizedinthe
1983 movie “A Christmas Story,” this
lamp provides the Giterman's service
yearround.

Bright SPOT Flashlight Collector’s Newsletter



Justlike Vegas, the Flasher
Mouse is dismal by day, but
mostimpressive at night.

It was available intwo models,
electric and battery operated.
Several colors too!

1926 Burgess advertising
sign. “Flashlight Batteries™
cleverly blinks on and off from
behind the mirrored surface.
Shingler!.G.A. was locatedin
Trout Creek, Michigan. Like
Burgess, they're not around
anymaore.

Flashers are your friend
1950, made by
Electric Animals, Inc

Wonderful Miagara
Cabinet, more pics on

Lapel
Lights

Delta
Flashlights

1955 Micro-Lite
Cowboy Jim pull-ight

Battenes
for sale

Payment
coins
tossed
here

If battery
Is good,
this bulb

lights

Place
battery
here

Ray-O-Vac Sales Counter Battery Tester
Tester displays (6) batteries, preferably Ray-O-Vacs!
customer; bulb at top of tester illuminates to verify battery is fresh. For fun customertosses
coins into the tray... coins electrically close a circuit, which illuminates a picture of the battery
fromunderneath the window. How coolis that!

Store owner tests battery in front of

1950 Chio Art Co. Roy Rogers Lithograph Lights

Above:
Micro-lite
Popeye
light &
unknown
wooden

Flashlight
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The Giterman Collection. It’s more than a collection.

Ceiling
Projection
Clock

Eveready
Ceiling
Projection

Various Leather sheathed Lights

Eveready
Head Lamp

1907 polished brass clock uses
mirrors and light to project time
on the ceiling by the press of the
button.

Digital” Clock | eather sheathed

Light

-,

1930s Fotox
camera-styled
Light made of

Bakelite -

Sock
Daming Light

1952 Eveready leather covered
~—— lights with desktop stands. These
were not made by Eveready.

Floating
Rescue Light

Vanous
Pocket Vest
Lights

Unique 1930
Eveready

Swivel Head
Flashlight

In the '

mid-20's,

many

battery companies provided
retailers distinguished
looking

“Test Centers”
like this to help
sell their
products. At
their disposal
retailers always
had fresh
batteries,
replacement
light bulbs and
a handful of new
flashlights to sell.

Eveready with Battery

LG 00 “It’s always better to show up late than never at all.”



The 1933
Flash-O-5cope
was a cardboard
incentive thatwas
given away for free
with the purchase

of any Eveready
Flashlight.

Wartime
cardboard case
Flashlights

Burgess
pivoting
right-angle
Flashlight

- 4 FLASHLIGHT

HOCD Bamey & Berry

Head Lamp

This
shower-cap
style, wartime
blackout hood
slips overthe
head of any
flashlight

It's hard to find a
Delta thatisn't alantem

Safety Flare

Electric Scarf,
Lapel and Stick
Pins date back as
faras the early
1900's. These
examples here hail
from the 1920's.
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Glass Jar
Wet Cell
Battery
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Do-Ray Lamp Co.
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1903 Eveready Glove-Catch
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It seems every item made
will eventually become

collectible. The best and

most desirable items B =

always have an identifying % ‘
feature and traceable history.

This plain yet somry looking Popeye head flashlight
was manufactured in 1929 by King Features
Syndicate Inc_, the same year cartoonist Elzie Seger
introduced Popeye the (street brawling) sailor in the
already established comic strip “Thimble Theatre.”
Seger died of leukemia and liver disease at the young
age of 43 in 1938, but his timeless characters which
included QOlive Qyl, Brutus, Swee'Pea, Jeep and
Wimpy will live on forever.

| wish | had the time and knowledge to comment on
each of the Giterman Collection lights presented
here, but | don't. Enjoy all the pictures though
because it took me forever to prepare them |
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The Giterman Collection. It’s about knowledge.

USAlite Cardboard
Display
Red-Head

Swivel-Head

Two more red-heads

Eveready Jigsaw Puzzle,
free with the purchase of a flashlight

Kwik-Lite Lantem
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! R Buck Rogers Ray Gun
Electric ‘l__f @
Bow Tie

Roy Rogers Pistol Light
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FLASHLIGHT

Fross the fop S Kwik-Lite Lantemn
for the surprise of

—

Ray-0O-Vac free giveaway with the
purchase of a flashlight
Eveready
Military -
Mot your typical Light P e o et W BURGESS
Flashlight Bicycle

light

ELECTRIC A
HAMND LANTERMS
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ltem

Micro-Lite
Key Chain
Light Display

Pifco electnc table lamp and matching

battery operated nursery lamp Burgess Lantern
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SAFE DELAY SWiTCi-I CﬂHFDR.AT O "’-'"""
540 N. Lake Shore Drive . Wi ﬁmi . J..-
Dear Customer: e =

VICTORY LIGHT provides it's greatest \ra!uu as _ :

able - # ry Illumination for every-day. I'Iﬂ'l'ﬂﬂl

Warld-Wide experience indicates Blue as the generally
‘Blackout color. W

if, however, cur Government at

making a color other than one ¢

al bla ut eolor, fill-in this ¢

5, mail it to us n*’thu'i

1940 Victory Light

by Safe Delay Switch Corporation
The certificate is as interesting as
the light.

Glass Projection Slides, these here made
by the Standard Slide Corporation, were
used by movie theatres from the 20s thru
the 70s. Projection slides were an easy
way for theatres to generate advertisement
revenue. Local retailers could purchase
the slide from their distributor and simply
add their name to it.

Burgess Snaplites (right)
were introduced in 1928
and were very popular till
the mid 1930s. Gem-lites
(bottom row) are often
mistaken for Snap-lites
and were made from
1933-35.
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The Giterman Collection. It’s about sharing.

Coands

‘|:.TI'I3~

Fia M Tos TaF
Yim oty Titer Bvvms
- e B

T
A

.'|I 'A
|
EHE;&!IF

[ §ij VgtV

STOMAGE

B |
— FAWIHT ey o
o FTRALY LI

Eveready Electric Train S5et
& Flying Air Flane

BATTLRILS

Fabnc
Densitometer
Instrument

N 00 I

HOW TO PUT
BATTERY IN RING

®

Good Deed Order Blank on Other Side

You'll have dowhle fan if yoo can the dark = and lois more drings
B
et your riends fo order a Lope thar are big fun. 50 give the
H-"“I.'.,'.'r Flaskhlight -Ii.:r._u. Liddn, Caise] Dhees] Oeder Blank i -
Then you can send flash signals posive side 1o your best pal and
back and forih—ofganize nighs el him w0 send for his Lose
F‘i"““—F'IJ-:- hide and seek in Rimger II'“'I'I'-FI" “IHF -\."IIIIL

HOW TO GET f For only 10¢ and one Cheerios

| Boxtop you can get 2 additonal
EXTRA BATTERIES batteries, Lise Battery Order

J! Blank on apposile sille 1o opdier.

P Shieme  (USE NATTERY ORDER BLAMNE ON OTHER SIDE)

GIVE THIS GFood Deed Orden Tlané 10 A FRIEND

ML T LOWHD BAMGDE, BOX i MIREPAPCLIY, MinMESOTA

Maas s 7 sl & Cheatini Basing, Faide ar v Diffaliad Loks Bisgs
FAushligkr Ming cormplais w® T bomeries gred buin, {30 HOT SEealh ST amPyL
Otar sapiras Joss L IPdF

kobblr Robers &

PCiBox 242

Sainc Michael ECI TS i Innesom

USE THIS BLANK TO ORDER
el ¥
E:t-!'td Lalierded

AL TO IDNE EANDIE, A0E 15 AT R & FTTETS B Tl
Mera's VOF and e Chasib B i
a4 evho bafesien (D WOT SEMD 5T

D mapiogy Jdamy L IFE§

For more Giterman lights, see FC Newsletter Issue No. 85




Niagara Flashlight & Battery “Sales Stimulator” Cabinet

o NAGARASALES STHULAIOR GAFI

NIAGARA SALES SORRORATION. NEW YORK (i1 §

ke ——————

Cabinet Tag

ailable
Jﬂl1|HF5|:|N:""I

-

Complete blueprints
& bill of materials
1o build your own
custom oak
Flashlight
Display Cabinet!!

The perfect place
to safely display a
dozen or so of your
favonte flashlights,

P cartons, vintage

"' 4  batteries, bulbs,

. : magazine ads,
literature, and
related
odds & ends.
This impressive,
modular designed Cabinet
incorporates many of the best
design features found in past
cabinets and utilizes standard
wood stock sizes to simplify
the building process.

Battery
Storage
Slots

a future newsletter |

LE+
SEALGE

EED
lrrE

A’T"&R Ao ; . _ * Watch for more information in

Sliding
Contact

-9 7V Bulb

Light Bulb
Storage Drawer

INSIST UPON NIA ARA FOR QUA

GUARANTEED MOST DEPENDABLE
LONGER “LiFE = S "SEARCHLIGHTS
BATTERIES™ & |N THE WORLD

Battery Storage Slots
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The Giterman Collection. 1It’s about friendship!

1919 Eveready Daylo Sales Literature
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1937 Burgess Sales Literature 1925 French Ray-O-Lite Ad
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Ads and Sales Literature provide a wealth of information and unintended
humor. Gotta love the Burgess Band Flare and the Captain Ray-O-Vac suitl
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1952 Captain Ray-o-Vac Flashlight Ad
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1929 Burgess SnaplLite Flashlight Ad
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1949 Rudolph Flashlight Ad
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1925 French Ray-O-Lite Ad

Buy Tested Batteries
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To:

The Giterman Collection.
Its more than FHashfights

The Giterman Collection

|fit uses a filament and
is out of the ordinary,
there's a good chance
you'll finditin the
Giterman Collection.
stretching far beyond
your imagination and
typical flashlight
collection, this eclectic - — -
congregation of » p—r— <
electrified products will R 3 : s
certainly peak your ;

interest and have you
reassessing your own
collection.
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